INSURRECTION   OF   1920
peace until his murder, on August isth, by Shaikh Dhari of
the Zoba* tribe. His death was the signal for risings from
Falluja to "Ana, the British forces being forced back from Hit
to Ramadi which, with Falluja, were cut off from Baghdad.
Relief reached Falluja on September 24th and Ramadi two
days later.1 Hit was not reoccupied until October 4th.
Around Samarra, the fourth of the Holy Cities, the preach-
ing of Saiyid Muhammad as-Sadr, supported by an influential
shaikh, the events in Ba'quba Division and the natural unrest
among the tribes brought about a rising.2 The town was
unsuccessfully attacked on August 28th, Saiyid Muhammad
as-Sadr, it was reported, directing the insurgents himself.3
Other points were also attacked, but by the middle of
September order had been generally restored.
In the cArbil area, the courage and strenuous efforts of the
British officers, whose lives were in constant danger, saved the
situation although several outlying posts had to be abandoned.
Mosul, as already indicated, and Sulaimaniya did not rise
although much uneasiness existed.
In the south, the Tigris valley remained quiet.4 Not a shot
was fired either in 'Amara or in Basra where the Nationalist
agitation, conducted chiefly by Yusuf Kamal and his father-
in-law, Saiyid cUmari of the Khudair Mosque, collapsed with
the former's deportation.5
In Baghdad itself, practically no disturbance occurred6
although an outbreak had been expected on August I2th.
The comparative quietness of the city was partly due to the
1 London Gazette, p. 5339 (86).
2 Admin. Report, Samarra, 1920, pp. i, 3.
3 Ibid., p. 3.
4 Amir ar-Rabi*a, when pressed for arrears in taxes in 1923, maintained that,
in response to British promises in 1920 of remission of his taxes, he alone had
prevented the Insurrection from spreading to the Tigris valley.
6 Admin. Report, Basra Division, 1920 (Baghdad, 1921), p. i.
6 The most serious disturbance occurred on August 3rd when the Mechanical
Transport Depot was fired by young Nationalists who had mixed among the
Arab labourers. The complete loss of petrol and other supplies threatened to
paralyse transport. Other incendiary attempts on dumps and stores were
thwarted. London Gazette^ p. 5335 (49).
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